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EUYPER AND HERMAN BAVINCE (1)

The renaissance of Dutch Calvinism during the late ninetsenth and sarly twentieth
century was of course dominated by the magisterial figure of Abraham Kuyper (1837-
1920). In providing the theological leadership for that renalssance, however,
Kuyper was more than matched by his vounger colleague Herman Bavinck (1854-1921).
Congequently their influence on the further development of Dutch Calvinism differed
significantly. As G.C. Berkouwer has noted: "Kuyper's influence worked through
the development of the Philosophy of the Law-Idga. But Bavinck ralsed theological
questions that continued to play a crucial role in mainstream theology after he had
gone” (A Half Century of Theology, p. 13).

In many respects Bavinck stands in the shadow of Kuyper. Both age and temperament
ware factors hers. When Bavinck was still a theological student at Eampen and Leiden
(in the 1870's), Xuyper was already deeply involwved in the ecclesiastical and political
wars he so thrived on. Bavinck was a more irenic figure, considerate and appreciative
of opponents in a way that often irked Xuyper. On one occasion, disturbed by Bavinck's
sympathetic (though not wncritical) treatment of the ethical theologian Daniel
Chantepie de la Saussaye, Kuyper called on Bavinck to be more prophetic and angry and
less urbane. In a letter to Kuyper, Bavinck gave a characteristic reply: "In polemic
a soft answer is also often needed.”

The two men also differed in their scholarly method. The Dutch homiletician T.
Hoekstra, himself one of Bavinck's students, characterized the difference between the
two men thus: “Bavinck's was an Aristotelian, Xuyper's a Platonic spirit: Bavinck the
man of clear concepts, Kuyper the man of sparkling ideas; Bavinck built on esmpirical,
historical givens, Kuyper speculated with intuitively grasped thoughts; Bavinck was
primarily an inductive thinker; Kuyper primarily deductive."

While these more or less external and formal differences were already apparent to

their contemporaries, that there may have been significant differences in the content
of their thought was not always so apparent. Even as late as 1955 Bastian Kruithof

in his dissertation on Bavinck (The Relation of Christianitw.and Culture’in tHe
Teaching of Herman Bavinck) could writer ~In their maturity, the fundasental convictions
of the two men were the same® (p. 12).

The assumption that Bavinck was little more than a "more mild, deliberate, and peaceful
raflaction of Abraham Xuyper" was sharply criticized by Eugene Heideman. He notes,



howaver, that this view "is not surprising and perhaps even axcusable in the light
of the friendship which existed between the two man, the owerpowering figure of
Kuyper, and the superficial similarity of their thought"™ (The Relation of Revelation
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In fact, a seriouns scholarly discussion of important theclogical differences between
the two men did not see the light until 40 years after Bavinck's death with the
publicarion of R.H. Bremmer's dissertation, Herman Bavinck als Dogmaticus.

In subsequent issues of this newsletter we shall consider some of these differences.

==John Bolt, Calvin College

¥UYPER IN MICHIGAM, 1898

Om Octobar 27, 1898 Abraham Xuyper arrived im Grand Rapids where he began a speaking
taiir which took him to the Dutch-American communities of Michigan, Iowa, Illinodis,
and Ohis. At sach specific destination local arrangement committees planned festive
banquets and rented large auditoriums to accommodate EKuyper's admirers. Reports
indicate that avary spesch attracted capacity crowds. In Grand Rapids, despite an
admission fee of twenty-five cents, the number swelled to two-thousand two-hundred.
In the "Furniture City," Kuyper encountered many of his most ardent Amarican dis-
ciples, and he commented that, while he could scarcely discover the vestigial rocots
of orchodox Calvinism on the Eastern Seaboard, in Grand Rapids he not only cbserved
the roots, branches, and leaves of Genava, but abundant fruit as well.

Ho wonder, for his interlude in the city was & virtual lowve feast., The seminary
students of the Christian Reformed Church greeted his arrival at the school's door
with three boisterous hurrahs, and sang American folk songs to entertain him. Abesl
Brink, the student body's President, pointed to the wide admiration and use of Nuyper's
publications within the Seminary, and its President, Gerzrit E. Boer, introduced the
honored guast in superlatives. After Kuyper responded to these introductions with
ghort complimentary remarks, the whole student body, fifty strong, lined up to shake
his hand and they rejoined, their wvolces singing, "Jehovah Bless Thee From Above,"™

as the Euyper antourage laft for tea at the home of Professor Henrikus Beuker.

Even Beuker, who had crossed swords guite sharply with Xoyper in the Hetherlands some
twalve years esarlier, was unrestrained in his compliments when he presented Kuyper

to tha Grand Rapids audience in Lockerby Hall. They heard a rousing 90-minute oraticn
from the “Champion of Calvinism," and received it with wild enthusiasm.

In this and every cthar spesch which he delivered to.Dutch~American avdiences, Euyper
urged the folk to join forces with the bast eslements of Amarican society, following
the practice of tulip farmers who used two exemplary strains of the flpwer to create

a third and better product. But he also anncunced the formatior of an internatiecnal
opganization, thae "Algemeen Hederlandseh Verbond," with chapters in Scuth Africa,
Argentina, East India and wherever the Dutch had migrated. Through this institutional
channel he hopad the transport of Hetharlandic culture and language would maintain a
vital sense of cohesian among some nine million widely scattered sons and daughters
of the Low Country.



Cutch-Americans on the Eastern Seaboard and throughout the Mid-West appointed
compittess to participats in Kuyper's grand cultural objectives, and tha Western
Michigan group was pareiecularly anxicus to advance the teaching of Dutch language
and literature on a professional level. The concern to impreve the leval of Dutch
language skills among Michigan's immigrants stemmed largely from the region's en-
counter with ¥uyper. Por, though his popular lectures--those which he delivered at
Lockerby Hall in Grand Rapids and at the NHew City Hotel in Holland, Michigan-—
alicited thundercus applause and enthusiastic acclaim in the press, his scholarly
and more sericus efforts were baraly understood. After his lectura on "The Future
of Calvinism,*® which ha delivered at the Third Reformed Chruch in Holland, a good
portion of the audience complained that they could not understand the profeasor's
languaga. Subsequently, the Michigan committes of the International Organization
detarmined that the appointment of gualified instructors in Dutch language and lit-
erature should receive high priority. Ultimately both Hope Collage and Calwvin College
did appoint such teachers to achieve the committee's goals, and especially Calwvin
College and Seminary, with its persisting attachment to Dutch tehology. has main=
tained & vigorous Dutch language Program.

Kuyper's Western tour, continued to Iowa (Pella, Orange City), Chicago and Cleveland,
where he stopped on his return to New York, engendered a renewal of ethnic pride
throughtout "Duteh-America”. Of his three-day visit and his English-language speech

ko the Cleveland audience, A. Van Den Heuvel reported simply "Theasa three days wezé
unforgattabla™,

Still, the Western tour was not Kuyper's primary objective in wvisiting the United
States, because his specific assignment was to deliver six lectures on Calvinism at
Princeton's Theological Seminary, printed in 1931 as Calvinism., After PFrinceton, he
returned to the MNetherlands, and the political wars which were scon to make him Prime
Hinistar.

Sources

Gereformeerde Bmerikaan, November 1898, pp 447=-463; De Wachter
Wov. 2, MWov. 23, Dec. 7, 1898; Holland City News, October 28,
Mov. 4, Mov. 18, 1892. For background, cf. Henry Lucas, Netherlandera in
Amarica (Ann Arbor, 1955): 593=598, and D.W. Jellema, "Kuyper's Visit to
America in 1898,° Michigan History 42 (1958), 227-237.
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==Hexrb Brinks, Calvin College

Wote: An expanded wversion will appear in Brinks, et al,, “"A Time toc Keep," a history
of the Christian Refarmed Church, which will include a treatmant of Kuyparian influsnce
tharain.




Fidal met de Kluif
("Fids with his Bona")
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Kuyper's many-sided personality and colerful career gave political cartoonists a

lot to work with. At chair hands Kuypar was repeatedly lampooned as a man of many

facea, many masks, many images. A ball-and=chain impeding progress; a shipwreck
endangering trafiic cn the high seas of Dutch society:; a dark moon eclipsing sunshins
over tha House of Orange; a demonic ghost coming back to haunt the liberal ssrablishment.
In this cartoon we meet him as-the dogged canine clinging tenaciously to his bone of
contantion,

At stake, as Kuyper saw it, was the issus of ilstice, fresdom, aad eguity in educaticn.
Tha vear is 1904, toward tha closa of his prime-ministership. Since 18580 he had
axploited the "school struggle™ to galvanize his following, to strengohen the Anti=
Revolutionary Party, and to creats a comman-cause ocoalition with Roman Catholic
political forces, The fundamental principle advocated by Kuyper was freedom of choice
in education, without financial penalty, for all faith-communities in The Netherlands.
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It was & long, enervacing, uphill battle. Hot until 19340, the year of Kuyper's
death, was final victory achiewved.

The scenario depicted in this "Fido with his Bonae" cartoon represents one phase in

the unfolding drama. REuypar is pictured in "bull=doggish® fashion trying to maneu=
var the "Higher Bducation Act®™ bill through parliament. Apparently his dogged
prowess anable him to hurdle the first cbstacle--the fence in the background, marked
"Spcond Chamber® {"Lower House"),. But now he faces the watery challenge of navigating
hiz way acroes the canal marked "First Chambear®™ ("Upper Housa"). There a Liberal
majority stands ready to frustrate his plans.

How did Kuyper's cause fare? The ensuing parliamentary debates elicited some of the
prime minister's most memorable policital speeches. In them he contrasted what he
plctures as the allegedly neutral, yet in fact highly dogmatic stance of secular
educators with the forthrighely confessiocnal, pluralist view of the Anti-Revolutionary
Farty, rooted in the principles of a biblically-reformed world-and=1ife view. It

cama down, he said, to an ancounter betwaen Christianity and Enlightenment-based
Liberalism. In this crucial confrontation Kuyper's ideas of "common grace™ and "anti-
theais" in tandem come into sharp focus as theological groundwork for articulating
public poliey.

The outcoma? The passage of this higher education bill in 1905 was a high point in
Fuyper's caresr. It marks tha achievemsnt of one of his major societal goals: the
liberation of university aducation, which he saw as an isportant step in the direction
of a more free society, a more just state, and a more equitable school system,

Gordon J. Spykman, Calvin College

HEHRICUS BEUKER AMND EIIYPER

J.A. De Jong, "Henricus Beuker and De Vrije Kerk on Abraham Kuyper and the
Free University," pp. 27-64 in Building the House: Essays on Christian
Education, edited by James A. De Jong and Louis Y. Van Dyke (Sicux Center:
Dorde College Press, 1981). Price $5.95. 153 pp.

Da ‘i-l':'ijlt Ferk was begun in 1875 as an Afscheiding publication aimed at leadears in
that movement. It was designed to articulate and to propagate Afscheiding principles
and ideas. While it contains much scclesiastical and theological material, it
includes a surprising amount on social, cultural and political matters as well.
Bauker, the main editor, watchad Koyper's work with intense intersst and general
support. While he and many fellow Afscheiding ministers endorsed tha idea of a
Reformed university in the early 1870's, they differed from Kuyper in that they
advocated a closer relationship between any eventual yniversity and the church.

With Euyper they regarded theology as wital te the healthy development of a Reformed
university in the Metherlands, although Kuyper thought theclogy could ign at a
eniversity independent of church control. While he was unsuéZessful ‘ih his attempe
to wed Xuyper's emerging university to the Afscheiding churches, Beuker endorsed the
founding of the scheool. In the 1890"'s Beuker immigrated to America, taught at Calwvin
Seminary, and was a founder of the influential journal De Gereformeerds Rmerikaan.

=-=Jamas De Jong, Dordt College



oH KOYPER AS EVANGELICAL LEADER

Richard F. Lovelance, in a recent plea for evangelical renewal (The Dynamics of
Spiritual Idife, Downers Grove: Inter=Varsity, 1979) notes in passing the Dutch
axpariance (p. 181):

Heeasone of the fow parts of the church which was still intelligently seeking the
biblical=cultural synthesis dresamed of by Comenius and Edwards was one which was
gtill feeling the impact of the Raveil, the Eurcpean outgrowth of the Second
Awakening and the Frayer Revival of 1858, At the end of the 19th century, the great
Dutch theologian and staresman Abraham Fuyper, lnauvgurated a tradition of theological
integration which took seriously both the...antithesis betwean redeemed and unredesmed
thinking=- and common grace...--God's blessing of all men, converted and unconverted
alike, with gifts of truth and beauty and ethical value.... Whila Kuyper himself
incorporated a powerful experiential core in his theoslogical outlook, the later
Amsterdam Schocl has sometimes been hampered by an incipdent aversion to Christian
experience, the effect of the reaction in Dutch Christianity against the axcesses

of Dutch Puritanism. This may explain why the movement has so far failed to have thea
impact and the growth associated with intellectual leaders in the Awakening tradition
such as Comenius, Francke, Edwards, and Dwight....{but) it is not hard to imagine
what a powerful intellectual force would be released in Western cultiure 1f the

Reformed orthodox community...would recover the dynamics of renewal which characterized

the earlier awakenings."

-=Joal Carpenter, Trinity Callege

HEITEEM'IDIE{JERIBE

107, Michael Walzer, besides being a noted historian of the Puritan Bevelution,
presantly working at the Institute for Rdvanced Studies at Princeton, is
known as an able "socialist radical" (small "s'). His current Radical
Principles (1981, Basic Books) is a collection of essays on social topics,
articulating his credo. He attacks Liberalism, im both its l19th-century
laissez=faire wversion and its current walfare state variant, ag in sericus
gquestion: “the crisis of liberal civilization.® Its ideals of individoalism,
secularism and toleration have produced moral chacs and social disintegration.
What lies "beyond the welfare state?" A new politics is necessary --
stressing demccratic decentralization, more power in the hands of local groups.
4 return to morality inm private life and politics. Jean Strouse (Hewswaek
1/26/8l) feels that Walzer "poses questions most people cquit thinking about
tan years ago”™ and "is a vital tonic for the 80's." What iz curious about
Walzer®s vision ig its similagity in many points (though abvicusly by no means
all!) to that of Kuyper (and for that matter, pof the current ARF to some
extent); anti-Liberalism, anti-secularism, a wersion of “"sphere soversignity,"
atc. What is lacking is Kuyper's fervent Christianity. ;
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108, == A.F. Staalman was a maverick Antirevolutionary, representing the rough dock
workers of Den Heldar, who finally went into opposition against Kuyper's 1901
cabinet as "too slow™ in pushing for instant universal suffrage and instant
Chriseian school subsidies, and ran on a "Christian Democrat™ ticket, which
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siphoned away encugh votes to help bring about Kuyper's slim loss in the
1304 elections. His main side-kick was another maverick, Timon De Vreies,
a firey ARP leader in Groningen. Around 1912, a Timon De Vries, who had
been in Dutch politics and broken with Kuyper, taught briefly at Calwin
College. Is this the sams man? What ware the later careers of Staalman
and De Vries? Would ba glad for any information.

10%. Emst Troeltsch {d. 1923}, in his classie 1911 Secial Thought of tha
Christian Churches (tr. 1931, Olive Wyon: Macmillan), has an extensive
treatment of Calvinism as a watershed in the develomment of modern Western
civilization, and also treats Kuyper briefly, as a notable Heo=Calvinist leader
whose “"manifesto of modern Calvinism® combines the idesas of Calvin with
natural-law ideas. He notes K's stress on the free church (but disagrees
re. K's attempt at deriving it from C's essential ideas). The combination
of Calvin and natural-law ideas (or, of common grace ideas) briefly defines,
for T, "Nec-Calvinism.® Thus alsc K's admiration for Gladstone is explicable,
for the same combination occurs there. 5o also K's favorable view of the USA
as the home of a frees-church tradition, and E's admirarvion for the natural-
law slements in the Declaration of Independence. (See Troeltsch, pp. 660, 676,
and lengthly footnotes), While T's treatment of Neo=Calwvinism is not profound
(he uses primarily K's Calvinism (Stone Lectures) of 1898 -—- ha does try to
put K in perspective, in an interesting and provocative fashion.

110. Christian journalist Jon Kennedy's decade-old "Kuyper Institute,” loosealy
assoclated with Stanford, and publisher of the monthly New Reformation, can
now offer graduate degrees at a master's level, via Valley Christian
University (Fresnc). Some 15 courses are available. The Institute's name
derives from K's work as a notable Christian journalist,
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL MOTES ON MATERIALS IM ENGLISH

35. JJF Durand, "The Prophetic Task of the Church Vis a*vVis the State®
Prophetic Witness in a Bewildered World (Mission Conference Papers);
Reformed Ecomenical Synod, 1981 (held at Himes in France). DProvecative
comparison of K and Barth on this point.

36. PR.McCarthy, D. Oppewal, W. Peterson, G. Spykman, Society, State, and Schools,
A Case for Structural and Confessional Pluralism. Grand Rapids (Esrdmans)
1381. Includes able use of K's views on freedom of education to bolster a plea
for drastic reforms in educational funding.

Contributions te Bibliographical Notes welcome,

The Kuyper Newsletter appears roughly three times a year. Editors are

D.W. Jellema and Richard Mouw of Calvin College, and Rockne McCarthy of
Jordt College. For the time being, a subscription is free, due to Calvin
College's gracious agreement to fund the project. All correspondence
should be sent to: Kuyper Newsletter, c/o Department of Philosophy, Calwvin
Callege, Grand Rapids, MI 49506,




