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Val.l Ho.2 June 1980

OORE REAOFRIHIP

The respsases to the first lssue of The Kavper Hewsletter have bean thcouraging.
¥When a few of us began talking, a year ago, abour pusliszhing a newslat:er of
this sort we had no idea whather our Pecject would elici= & favcrabls Cafpanse.
It oow agpears that our effor:is are mewting with scoe approval. The XN iz being

distributed to approximataly 400 Fecple, many of whon have expressed conaidsrablas
anthusisss for cthe verture.

Who are cur readers? oOur correspondeance, and & perusal of our m::::l.ﬁ::m lisgs,
indicates that our readurship falls under, roughtly, three categories. Firg:s,
theare are Christian peopls who have great affection for Euypoer and his views,
Fuypar talked esoch of attracting "the litele Ppeople ™ de klaine luydan, &5 his
cause. This was for him no idle wish. He communicated well WLth "ordinary”
Charistlian balisvers {as illustrated in John Jansen's "Vignatee™ in this Lfssue).
And this attrastisn continues. It is nOt uncommon to Rear Calvinists froa Dutch-
isnigrant families say, "Hy grandfacher was & farser, and &r ardect adeirer cf
Xayper,” or "My mother loved to read Euyper's dsvoticnal writings."” Some of sur
readers have an interest in ¥uyper which has been transsi=eed +o thea primarily
by way of Xuyperian affections amons de kising lavden.

A macond group i3 motivated by interests which ars primarily scholarly in nature,
Cur resderskip includes historians, Political scientiscs and other scholars, rap-
Tesenting a varlety of nea=Christian and Christian viewpolints, wha for one reason
or angther have an interest in Fayper-related mattars,

m

Finally, there are those whe combine Calvinist religicus loyalties with scholarly
pursglts. In the United Scates, Canada, the Natharlands, Australia, Africa and
elsewhere there is a growing somunity of Raformed scholars who ars. brtesgsted im
working out the iaplications of the kind of "world and life view" associaced with
the Ruyperian tradision.

We bope to b4 abls to servea sach of Ehase Froups. Gf oiursae, not avery Lftem which
appears in each issue of tha ¥ will have egual appeal to all of our reafers. Buok
it is our intention that tha sontinuing sxshange of informaticn which takes slace

in thase pages will serve as a rallying poise for those wha are, for varioua
reasons, intsrested in "Ruyseriana.”

We walcoms suggestions and brief items #ar publicariss. It is our isegrelan o



puablish the KN twe or three times a year. Calvin College has grasicusly agreed
to fund the project, 0 for the time being the newsletter is being sent fres o
all who request it.

The Euyper Hewslstter ls esdited by 0.W. Jellema and Richard Mouw, both of Calvin
College, and Rockne Mg Carthy, Dordt College. All corsespondence should be sent
to: The Kuyper Newslettar, Department of Philosophy, Calvin College, Grand Rapids,
Michigan 49506,

Richard J. Mouw, Calvin College

FLASH-BACES

In sddition ©o its framt-page logs, the Hewsletter plans o S4rry 4 column entitled
“flash-backa.” Under this rubric we will feature political cartosns selectsd froo
the Kuyperiana collastion highlighted in the first issue. As the firae such
axarcilse in public satirze we offer the following:
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Arotsecen K. "a Schoone cosbiaars®
Sacch caciathisr 2, Palv. cmin 8,
- Ackd. demeer. |, Zulpn. asd-rev. 8
‘aqua peumalis 30, Hoe Tan e Sderlp
e reshi'g medicamant makes ?

This pelisisal cartcon appeared im The Natherlands Epectator of July 29, 19061,
Its author la Lisse. In Xuyper's ocpinion The Spectator presented better political



cartooning in its day than many other Dutch publications. He based this Yudsmant
on a healthy sensa of sericus insight which colored its journalistic humor. His
only criticism was that The Spectator lacked an oucstandimgly ereative artist,
whose drawings would speak for themsalves,

In this scenaric we meet Abraham Kuyper the political pharmacist. The parliamaptary
elections of 1901 had brought the Anti-Revolutionary Party to a positieon of natlonal
prominence. Kuyper himself bocams prims minister of the Dutch government. As chisf
statesman he had reached the peak of his political career. It was not, however, an
unmixed blessing. For bhe was obliged to work out his program throwugh a coalition
cabinet, representicg a wide spectrum of politiecal sutlooks, a situation which lasted
until L1304,

In this political cartoon Linsa expresses his skepticism comcerning the stabilicy

of Fuypar's coalition goverrment. Thae reigns of state were in the hands of the laader
of a Christian minority party. Was unity of purpose and a cobearent public policy
pPoagibla?

Linss plctures Fuyper as political drugglet stirring up a dublous apothecary mixture.
As he stands there behind the countar with a farmway, visloaary look on his face,
Linse puts into Kuyper's mouth the following words:

A beautiful combimarion! Christisn-historical Sascharip=--2 parts)
catholis pulverizer--% parts; secial-demccratic Acid--1 par:;
anti-revolutionary Sulphur-—8 parts; agus meuttalis--80 parts. How
can 1 come up with stromg sedicine ocut of such a mixture?

Gordon Spykman, Calvis College
A FIYFER VIGHETTE

I was baprized in the Gereformeerde Xerk in Vleutan. Abraham Euyper was & household
word in my family. Still today my library includes scoe fifteen of his published

volumgs. My parents and grandparsnts were proud to nunbar themaslves asong Kuyper's
“Kleine luydan® (hig little people).

When I visited family members in Holland in 1975, sy aunt had just cead & movel
about the “"doleantie,” the Alfficult years that attended the separation of the
ceraformesrden Kerken in Nederlamd, The trilegy is by P.A. Da Rover, Da weg dar
klaine mensen [(Den Haag: J.M. Voorhoeve, dth primting, n.4.), a nowel I also bowght
and read. In that covel a young 9irl, Lizsbeth Trosp, found mot only & job but a
spiritual home as & maid in the Abraham Piyper househsld. Later, when she was &a
be married, the Kuypers gave her an old family Bible with copper clasps. In the
flyleal the following inscription was writtsn in Kuyper's handwriting:
- 5 = .

70 Lizabeth Troep, who for ten years was our gesd, loval and

roliable maidservant, and who was bound to our family as a member,

this old family Bible is presented on her bridal day as a remem—

brance and token of estesm. As master and mistress and handmaid we

have all found how mach #in can mar but also how puch God's grace,

£ h the r of the Word, makes right. May the power of that

WO go with bher in her married life ard may God the Lord reward har

if har husband and hows, and, Lf it pleass Kim, one day in her chil=-




dren, for what she has done for us; for our home and our
children, In the fear of His Hames.

Dr. A. Ruyper
Movr. Ruyper-Schaay

Whny did thie so intrigue ua? My grandparemta BSlscher cherishsd thalr old family
Bible with copper clasps. That Bible survived the war years and is now in a
cousin’s home in Voorburg, And that old Bible has an inscription by Abraham
Kuyper which is identical to the inscription cited in the novel--except that it
is addressed to sy grandmother, Anna van den Broak. She had served in the
Kayper home for a decade prior to her marriage to my grandfacther Hlscher on

14 Baptember, 1B81.

How did wha inscription fimd its way ints the novel? A news &lipping, ™A Late

Reminiscence of Dr. A. Euyper,® appearsd ip the Zelster Kerkbode after my grand=
fathar's death. That clipping includes the insoription.

vohn F. Jansen,
Aupgtin Prasbytarian Theologlcal
Sendnary, Austin, Texas

AABAHRH KIFYPER: IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN

Ia the troubled year of 1886, as is little known, Abrahas Kuyper brisfly consldered
the possibility of leading an emigrasion to the United States. His son, Fred, 4did
in fact emigrate and settle in Chicago. Abraham Kuyper, wa know, 4id not follow
him to the Hew Werld., An explanation for that may be esbedded im the advice be

received from Rev. H.M. ﬂt-t!-n: whe, whils teaching rellgion at Hope Acadesy in
1836, wrote:

I can understand bow you aay think that it might ba better to lead
your Reformed people to Africa or Horth Amarica, but doa't give it
sarious thought. There is little in American to offer Bope, oven
thought I weuld persosally love to have you and your pecple among us.

I know the strife is flerce, but you have a batter prospect for success
in the Ketherlands than here im America. We are oo a path here which
you would hawve to strucgle againat.

I zay it confidentlally, bue it is erus, that in tha Presbyterian and
Raformed Churches of Aserican the fpdern and comnciliatory spleie ig
spreading quickly. When you try to ¢pposa this spirit, the columns of
the newapapers are closed to you. Not long age I attampted to get some—
thing printed in the Hew ¥York Observer in an effort to oppose distortions
of the Doctrine of Justification by Feith caused by tha new avargelical
mathods, but the dogr was closed. Thus it ls 8o, that as forelgners, thas
Hollanders <an exercise little inflvesce owver the theological devalopsents
of the astisn. They are sithaer loat within the nation, or they re=main
RLrangers--protesting against all things Amarican.



Fred, Fuyper's son, attempted to leap directly into the Aserican Eainstreas and
hoped to become & business man inm Chicago. Steffens wrote frequently of Fred's
activities and provided his father wich a lengthy analyais of che yourg man's
dilemma in 1888, “Last f£all,” Seeffans wrote:

¥our som visited us and we anjoyed his company very much., He

bhas many talents. I am Very sorry, thoogh, that thare is po
avallable work for him in this seall Fown {Bolland, Michigan)., I
have also tried to guides him into a Proper church affiliation, bue
without such success. As is the case with sther young men of hig
social standing, he fs in & difficult position in Amerisa. He is
not at home among the immigrants becauvss his education and social
position is too distant from theirs, From 4 theological perspective,
however, the American influence is mot good for him. The revival
Hﬂndﬂ-#:hlwlicdlhmtﬂltﬂtnm,mthllnﬂllitu
social circles are as aristocratic here as in the Retherlandi--so
it s very difficult for veur son 5 find his way here. But, he is
4 real American at heart, ard wich God'y help all will go well fFoyr
hizm. i

Whether Steffens' optimistic ASfeFEmant Was accurate or not, we don't keow, because
refarences to Fred's American eXperience dropped from the cerresposdence aftor

1892. Perhaps one of sur resders kncws the whersabouts of Fred Ruypars' descandant:.
If so, please contact the Nowslectar,

Herb Brinmks, Calvin College

The Steffens letters are in the Euyper collection at the Pree Univarsity in
Amatardam. Copies are in Beritage Hall, calwin College,

EYPER OH COVEMAMT AND POLITICS
__"__—l—____u_._

Temple University's Canter for the Study of Federaliss has given bireh to a

subsection callsd "Workshop on Covenant and Politics.™ The purpcse of the Workshop
megtings and publications is to explore the significance and influsnce 2f the covenant
idea on political 1ife and thought. In a recent meeting of tha Workabap in Philadelphi.
(February 17=29, 19800, I had the opporzumity to Present & paper entitied "From
Covenant of Grace to Tolarant Public Pluraliss: The Dusch Calvinise Contributicn.”

Tha thinking of Abrabam Fuyper figupred pr?l.nmr_l.]- in tha pager.

The main purpose of tha Paper was to show that although the disastablisheant of
churches in modern states has been acoomplished chiefly through a secularization proc-
e38 that has rejected biblical, eewenaneal thinking, that prfacess has fot been uni-
varsal., The Alnetesnth=century Dunch Calvinists, especially Ruypar, began toe artic-

ulate a view of puslic pluralistie tolearance on an explicitly biblical, covenantal
basia,

Kuyper "unconditicnally disapproved” the burming &f Servetus in fixteanth=cantuzy
Genava, but be did so "not ag if ie were the tkpression of & special charactaristic
of Calvinism, but on ehe tontrary as the fatal after—effect of a system, grey with
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age, which Calvinism found in existence, under which it had grown up, and from
which it had not been able entirely to liberate itself.” (Lecturss on Calwinism,
Grand Rapids: Bardsans, 1961, p. 100.)

With his doctrises of common grace and sphere sowversignty, Xuyper began to work
out mn understanding of the state's idescity and responsibility bafore God such
that neither ecclesfiastical contfel nor confessicnal uniformity were raquirsd oo
assure the state's covenantal neanimg,

Fayper rejected the moaning of secularization as 4 process whersby himans attempt
to create Life in this world spart from God cn the basis of their own claims &=
agtonomy. Pot e accepted the secularization process in the sense that non-
scclesiastical institutioms and communities [such as the stace} should coss out
from under sccleslastical contrel and become frea to discover and Ful®ill thalr
own God=glven, oovenantal sbligations and purposes.

The conception of tolerant public pluraliss whizh Kuyper began to articulate was
not the conseguenca of a dapareurs from tha Covenant of Grace but rather the
cxnaequence of & comsnlthent to the Covenant of Grace. But the Cavenant of Grace
had to be relnterpreted to froe it from Constantiniam chains and to connect it
=are closely with Cod's creation oxdinances.

James W. Ikillen, Dordt College

VO magazise is a monthly publication of the Fees University, Aesterdas. It im a
genaral interest magazine with articles, interviews, vepocts on universicy affairs,
on noteworthy dissertations, etc. It is illustrated, weli-sdited and always
interesting. A regqular feature is two pages whish resroduce arcicles from Kuyper's
aewspaper De Standaard, The most recent izsus (Vol. 9, #3, March 1940} BNCEEPES
arcicles which appeared in March, 1880. There are reports on a war im Afghanistan,
an expaditlion to explore the Sudan in Africa, English complicity in the opium crade
with China, and the "Jewish gquestisa™ in Garmany. Three brief reports deal with
events in Russla: an assassination pttempt, a dynamiee explosion in a mosastery

in Klev, a spy surdered in the Winter Palace. A fourth report of Ruossia places msch
of tha blame for the Mikilist movement and the revolutionary spiric among youth

&n the press and on tha schosls. There is alss an Lnteresting repert on the women's
suffrage movement in U.5. The growing influence of women in the 0.5, is artribated
to the fact thae sost school teachars are women,

Kayper's Standaard, judged by thess exceppts, was anything but parochial in its
interests. And the svents which made news in 1880 are surprisingly similar to those
=f 1980,

Johan G. Westrs, Salvin College

MARTYH LLOYD-JCHES O KUYPER

Frea Chuzdh preacher and leadar, well-known evamgelical, . Mareyn Llayd-Tores is
featured in the 2/8/1980 Christianizy Today, interviewed by Carl Henry. In thae
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course of a scewtimes glocey discussion (*I'm afrald T see nothing but collapae...
thare now looms sither dictatorship or complete chasa™), Llopd-Jopes mentions

Kuyper in passing. The Christian should angage in politica, he says, but should
rever claim that his position is the Christian political view: *That approach was

the mistake of Abraham Kuyper. Kuyper placed himsslf im 3 compromise posicion: &
Christian minister becoming prime minister and thes naeding to form & coalition

with Roman Catholics and clalming Christisn sanction fagz apecific political positions.

Dirk W, Jellema, Calvin College

EVRIAT IONTSM

Ilse Bulhof's 1972 essay on the reception of Darwinism in the Hetherlands (see nota
in Bibliography) is especially valuahis fap Putting E's vwiews on the subiect in a
Bore gendral context, Concentrating om his 1899 apeech on Evelutie, she also cop-
cludes that Wmong religious responses to Darwinism, XK's was doubtlass the most
creative one.® He distinguished sharply betwesn “svolutioniss™ as a ni%imi
which was notably anti-Christian, and the evolutiopary hypothesis; ha was relatively
open to ideas of creative evoluticn; be linked Darwiniss te Libaral econamic thought,
The essay abould interast mamy ¥N gubscribers.

Evolutis is indeed still worth exasining. (K slssvhare rejects creative ewolution;
it could have been, but the Bible says it was not: Any specific references from
readars we'd be glad 4o note). His strong linksge betwesn Darwicism and secularized
capitalistic thought is noteworthy, He alpost seems to sugygest that the need for a
Justification of unrestricted capitalisn produces Darwinism, amd that the selentific
ovidence is almost irrelevent to its widg acceptance, It would be fnteresting to
compare K and Marx on the "neutrality® of scisnce in the age of captalism: both

saw it as open to questisn, for diffsrnt reasons,

Dirk W. Jellema, Calvin Collegs

BIBLIOGRAFHICAL NOTES (on materials im English}

10, D. Oppewnl, The Roots of the Calwinistic Da Echool Movesent: Grand Rapids
(Calvin Collegel, 196). A monoqrapnic treatmant, including an able BIPERE £
of the influence of K's thought on the “parent-controlled” school system
associated with the Christian Reforned Church.

11. G. Steb, “The Christian Raformed Church and Her Schools,” ThD Thesis,
Princeton Theclogical Seminary, 1955, A massive (469 pp.) study, including
a dathalled study of the argueents arcused in the CRO hﬁ K's educational
ideas and insistence on parental contrsl (rather tRan sontrol) of
Lowar education,

13, E, Troaltsch, The Social Thecry of tha Christian Churches, 2 wol., tr. by
Q. Wyom: Mew York, 193L. This classic study is worth noting here because

of its frequent reference to ¥ as an able leader of what Troeltsch calls
"Hec=Calvinism,"
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J.G. Westra, "Confesaslonal Political Parties in the Netherlands, 1813=1949,"

PhD Thesis, Unlv. of Michigan, 1972. A massive (470 pp.) study, iscluding

a major treateent of K and the Anti-Reweluticaazy Farty. Yaldable and detailed
ACOIInE .

J. Van Lookhuyzen, “AK, A Modern Calvinist,” Princeton Theological Review 13
(1%21) : 13l=147. Worth moting here as a memorial to K, wricten after his
death, giving an acgount of his life and thought, by a Dutch-American follower,

F. Vandenberg, AR, Grand Rapida (Eerdmans), 1960. The only biography in
English. Popular, reliable, straightforward, hero-worsbipeing.

D.W. Jellema, "K's Visit to Aserica in 1858," Michigan History 42 (1958): 227-
237. Deals with E's Varia Amacicana and his scestises interesting impressions
of the USR,

idea, “A.K."m Attack on Liberalism,® Review of M].:._':f..;-_l 1% {1857} 4T2-485.
Treats K. especially as a critic of secularized capitalism.

J.W. Gkillen, "The Developeant of Calvinistic Political Though in the Mestherlanda
With Special Reference to ths Thought of Hetman Docyewserd," FPhD Theais,
Duke Universicy, 1974. Includes lengthy discussions of Groen and especially

of Kuyper as part of che background material. Good treatment of K's palitical
ideas.

B. Ramm, Special Revelation and the Word of Grand Rapids (Eerdmans), 1961.
Strosses K's anphanin £ revalation is both propositiosal asd experiential,
thus furnishing an alternative to both "fundamgntalism” and "encounter-thsclogy.®
Famm works from this to davelsp a viable view for today.

L. Bulhof, "The Betherlards,® in T.F. Glick, ed., The Comparative Reception of
Darwiniss, Austin (Univ. of Texas), 1972. Ses note slssvhere herein.

To be contimued. Coatributions welcomad, Hote: theses are generally avallablse
through University Microfiless is Ans Acbor.

Dirk W. Jellesa, Calvin College
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